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BE YOUNG BE FOOLISH
BE HAPPY

IAN Brown and John Squire have known each other for as long as they can
remember. They were brought up twe doors 2part on Sylvan Avenue in
Sale, a town on the southern fringe of Greater Manchester, and though
they went to different primary schools both attended Altrincham Grammar.
John had a great fondness for art, being especially passionate about
Pollock and Kandinsky, and was allowed Lo skip games in order to spend
maore time in the art room. lan Brown, nick-
named |bex, was a rughy league fan, always the
more oulgoing of the two. Both had a love of
music and in their mid teens, as lads in their mid
teens are wont to do, they fnrmtd a pup group.
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1782, ond nothing wos
beeard ol the band fer a
couple of yeon. During this
paried John Souire was
r'ru:||-|in-E s qu tha b of
a childrens TV adopialion of
“Wind In The Willosea® by
diry and Bddling with guilor,
omps and comvos by night
larm Brown, maarmshila, was
off on the classic beat trip,
trovelling s for from
Morchesler on he could on
his scoctor. He'd hod it
conseried indo o park
creaticn thad apparenty
looked Eke o cross betesen o
socler, o chopper ond o
marshmolles, e thair Brd
nabanal irbarvies in Sounds
I |'5-"'5|;!.-"I lan Brown iold Jokie
Feskaly pabwesut Hhor Bk vl
iribulolicns of hit soooler boy
days:
"Tha Scocler Boys wars
nal mods, We were o miaee
of punis, sking, aryone who
hod o wooker, | wsed o see
Clirdon from Pop Wil Eot
iself on scogher runs; we
wied ko got aftacked by
bikers in Stourbridos [Pop
‘Wil Eod bl e foreens |
il vem Follawad Chaton down
an alkermabve sabe rouls, Tha
ptl'u:nwl:u..a-d p-u' ma up
wehararonr | weoril | sy oo
hinad £20 for hoving conden-
scfien on my ipeedomeler,”

Ohbsassad with brovel, i
won during @ irip o Gare
many in sorly 1784 Bhol lon
herd o choren TG shept
wonild lead o the stort of The
Sione Roses proper:

aah, | wos 51|I'I|:hmg
oreund Ewrops and | met this
promoler wha soid thot ke
could géd us some gigs in
Sweden, 10 obviously we
jumped af the chonce.”

The ot that his group hod
koud disrrsant for o coupls of
years didn'T seem o maker -
thares woi o fres haliday in
Scandinovio thers for the
kokng and lon won't obou
1o burn it down
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NOTHING BUT A HOUSE PARTY

RETURNING to England, lan had to hastily reassemble his band. He got back in contact
with old r'n’r cohorts Squire and Cousens, and took control of the vocals with Cousens
relegated to rhythm guitar. A friend !ﬂh‘hﬂﬁi{ﬂ! black hair called Pete Garner, who
worked for a newsagents-cem-record shop called l’lgtrc:hast in Manchester, replaced
lan as bassist and a wild f.'rrumner Alan “Remi” 'Hun was recruited via an advert. Reni

speedway track, bullying them out of 30, - 12y o |
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A new nome hod alwo bean decided aa befare
My ek olf L:::'nr-r'rnn;J et scanded bodh hard and
soft os o complement b ther muie, ARer consider

ag The Angry Young Teddy Boars (dossn't quite
have thol chessic ning fo iF, does i viawers?)

ihay selfied on The Sione Roses, o nome thol echoed
botk their previous Ernglih Rose incarnolion and
et of their dovaurite PO gfoiup, Tha Ro fg
Hopes
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trvid thair Swediah daotes in MME. Whether onyone
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wnlikely - ot one of tha 10 l;-|'|r fowr pmp|g from
2a PRl T farmad up Mo maber, & |:-|.c.-_.!_-|r. lom could
b b '\"I'I i mian abouwl the cosl -"b-': liwirig or Swedchan
whan ha gol hock - "E5 lor a con of eupl” - the
group ware Hushed with suceess, a boreign four
under their bait and thay hadn'f even moca thair
dehyl in Britoin

Thair meat mawn wos 10 be one of their mas
eridiiba
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REACH OUT

1986 provided a new beginning for The
Stone Roses as they fell under the
auspices of manager Gareth Evans. Owner
of the two International venses in Man-
chester, Evans was and is something of an
eccentnc. Its rumoared that mest of his
belongings remam m packing crates, 15
years after he lasl moved house. An ac-
countant, be seemed an unikely Sveagali,
bat ks arrival proved a crocial ferce in
switching the Roses from a polentially
good rock band into 2 worldbeating force.
The crucial moves in "85 were the depar-
ture of Andy Cousens (now a member of
excellent new boys The High), the free
practise time at the Internabional af-
forded them by Gareth's management,
and the group seeing Primal Scream at
their pure pop peab. The Reoses absorbed
Primal Scream’s classically chiming melo-
dies and hghiness of touch, combmed this
with their previous toughness, and
emerged with 2 cound that was tight,
punclry, and thoroughly contagous.
Although they had some way to g0, The
Stone Roses of 1987 were already an
awesome proposition.

Gigs that year were lorgely redricied o
Monchater, though they ployed with The
Row Herbs of London's Dngwolls. Goreth
gave them as many gigs as thay wanied ot
The Infernational and they soon became sell-
outs as thelr following grew. They wers
lﬁﬁ'l‘iﬁﬂ m‘lhrr WETE F:Ilnﬂ, prﬁﬂiﬁ'rgmd
pﬂfﬂﬁig.mduhﬁph‘fﬂmhgrmhg
wp in public. lon wo new very masch ihe
bront man, mauch more brosh o oggrewsve
thon he is todery,

| dim'i'ﬁ.lmm'_rw
nqmr-,*hlinﬂ ot Chevatmmai. 1 wend b
rrnndpfnmhuurtmﬁmhauﬂ-
erce. F'm nol 30 up my ore fow, I'm mone

o the i, ™
& pecond single, the effervescent “Solly




Cinnaman™ was released mid "87 on the
Walverhamplon-baed F Rerchror lobel,
Dismissed by some as bghtweight mnde pop, the
single was the first greot Slone Roses record. Sure
encugh, it was blessed with o dassically cotchy
melody ond sslobly oiny woccls fon’s singing
keisoni heving pod off hosdsomaly] but Joha
Squire’s thrilling houid gustor rum ond Reai’s gorgeouwn
oouriber-karmane. ied # wiry obevs B viondord 'y

indie pater of the doy. “Here It Comes” on the B-uide
fectured scorching Squirs Frebwork ond on instontly
an lan Brown rodemark - “I'd rother be no one thon
soamisn with no one- ... Doy, 36 i kool chumay on
paper, but lve “Hore if Comes™ wos the real thing ond o
bew writers began bo lotch onte the Stephen
Kengahon in Sownds pumered whwhhhdinph
Roses ongonderad even then by describing lan thus:
“Hao's whirling around like o demented muppet
crooning fo no one in particulor, he does foncy himself
o o bit of o ster and you want 1o hate the guy. The wongs
ore so melbfiucys, though, thot you just get secked

mmwnmmrmww
onca in Juby oi "o celabrolion of lotel boys oa the orent
of & wave, end thay recereed a Man Uriied lerracaaiyls
ovotion, The Boses ars lo The Siones whot The Seniths
ore b0 The Beatles, o colision of rock, pop ond paychede-
ko, The highpoint was the indie smash “Sally Cinnomon”
bt there were obher soadeuts loo. Slone Boses are on the
verge of dominoting lobe night rodic.”

Stilll their popularity wos resiricled o Manchetier - of
Sefion Pork, Liverpool, ot oulumn Ty wers oclipsed by
kocal boys Tha Lo's, though Melody Maker's Peney Kiley filed them
wnder “Mexi big things”, describing them a3 “brottish pop in
paychededic dothes,” And while the Monchesier Evesing Mews in
November reckoned "Love or loathe the Reses, everyose agress that
they should be huge on the stodivm arol, one doy, maybe...” the
group ware ihll impoverished, Reni making onds meet by wearing o
skirt and wipenders and working o1 o kissogram [no phetogrophs, I'm
lrand],

Around this Bme Pele Gamer loht the group, Fell in love and
disappeared, and wai reploced by Manmy, their friend from way bock,
io complete the current Roses line-up. Also, Rough Trade begon io
make odvonces and of B hort of 1988 it Rnolly seemed Bke the world
would woke up to Moncheser’s beat kept secret.

Mmnizsex Pory, Fre 23, 1089



WHAT'S GOING ON?

EARLY in 88 “Elephant Stone” was recorded as a first single for Rough Trade, its
cred belstered by a Peter Hook production.

The manths rolled by and nothing happensd - eventually, it transpired that
Rough Trade had pulled out at the last minute leaving the group with a finsshed
single but no label on which Lo release it Eventually Andrew Lauder (whe had

o e signed Buzzcocks to Unted Artists in 1977) stepped in
Rl ¢« and made the Roses the first signing to his new Sivertone

label.
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MOVE ON UP

IN spite of the purely regional success of “Elephant Stone”, it had

gamered enough praise to earn them gigs at The Hacienda and Len-

don's newly opened Powerhaus. The first four months of 1989 saw them
dogging around some fairly low-key venues - a gig
in Cardiff pulled a mere 12 people. At Hull's Unity
Club they played to just 10. | saw them for the
first time in February al Middlesex Poly, an
impossible-to-find college hall in Tottenham,
Morth Loadon. For a little known band, they had
an amazing away followng - the fan who stood out
the most was a girl in a denim jacket with “The
Stone Roses™ scrawled on one arm, “The Jimi
Hendrix Experience” on the other. As for the
group, even in this half empty scoul hut, they
were cbviously stars. “They sound like someone
sneaked a tab into your Tirer,” | blurted the
following week. “They sound fike maybe the best
thing | ever heard.” The Stone Roses tore my
head off.

| wann comvmced I'd oo tha Fubur

A owpalk loter -'l.ﬂf_lﬂ;-.a.- ek el BIAE banel fhic o j =,
of thesr Hacienda gig

“The Stones [ond there's a dlue] comprising lows
wnassuming boy waonders and o Hoppy Mandays
rpadie ocing as wrf-donsing offsery, and gloman
'|"-nrn-..-. hiy rr\-.?.'.r-.—.'lr":-'. bret-orued PR heva I'-':ﬁll;,:l.'l'.l'
years off my oge. I'm olready Hrobing o leter 1okl
o hildren ielbng fharm ot | 11{? _'|'--= Swona ﬁuﬂ-
at The Hasienda. iy O o

:-.:,:hnr-'].- Freamy Facretunie 'ﬁ f,-p:ﬂu Hosos waggon a
resdl. 1 Mo {‘ln'!:,' Ikem foue W ol R ] O Bouels
w1 el G O al"i-‘ll' 1] th,'n u:"J L J-EE:III
f:..ll.ll = |_||.:\.|:-|.:|- Soavipcated il *.i-".'.pm-' "-_':'l [hevad, g -]
Malksdy Moker, Simon YWillkam: gove it Singls CHsTh

Whaak s BMAVE  “Mods OOF Sione™ wos on ool '“E'".':.

hitch hakrg derys

Ny :luw] i_'u:er v ln] |IIE Flai=as ]
Wihen ||'\--:-d n Sabe | rerene Iu-h?
about thora, | |'.-rlg abssut wid bl
Al v it ri.‘:,' g, . l:!;-r-l-. B iy
sonnde resort in Englond ond been
13 most cites belare we towred
e b mast of Europe. Mowng
sl '3 what 'm inks do eg.”

In refoapect, il kocked the groce
ond eovy hunk Huency of much of
the Remes' ol bl Hhot dida’t slop o
frem being o dessic pop song. @
freed rock gem with o krroce
|||'|'|'|:|r CIEDIL \'.E . EH’.'l'lI:"I"l =] ]
fmningise", Soore poinssd oul il
prcocmety ko Promod Scream’s
“Wedocity Girl* buk “Maode OH
Aheara” wnd fine ancough o oulsing
any cloims of ekt

"o iy Dioramn”™ n Bhap F:ln viche
wiss 0 ascivicas hode of summes lusd
s i P cwbest of hures ond
boosting o chorus lne of Reng o
ding ding ding F'm gong down” i#
wizt @ moor hil with their girke
b, “mimwmecn” on e 12 ineh
VaTT '.r_:'l'-r-ﬂ'-il'g rlgre again Arathe
e imand w0 bockeards sound
VLRI O A-wide. “Craamica”
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RIN'T NO STOPPING US NOW

THE Stone Roses’ eponymous LP appeared in May 1939 and aside from a lukewarm review from Jack Barron in
NME, it wiped out the opposition. “In guitar pop terms, this is a masterpiece,” claimed longtime fan John Robt
in Sounds, while Andy Strickland in Record Mirror saw them as “the only young band around at the moment
with the potential and the balls to go all the way.” Melody Maker said: “The spine of the LP is John Squire’s
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ONE NATION UNDER A GROOVE

THE pop/House crossover, the Acid connection was a bone of contention with
unbelievers in that long, hot summer. Detractors claimed, and quite rightly,
that The Stone Roses did net play “Acid House™ music. The reason that they
were crossing over, though, kay not so moch in the music as in the attitude.

“Tor mae it's been right through the Jockson 5, Molcrwn, Northern Seul, then discovering
Porboment ond Bootsy Colling,” lon Breen told Reyy Willkisson of Seunds. "Thea dacover
Bootles, e Sonss, T. Rex, ond the Pivisly. Whan Fve heord cur songs in the stedso, when
thar've st boen boss, druma, and one guitar line, Fd oy they're os doncecbls s any
House record 've sver donced o, W's just oboul creoting o groove with spoce oround it,”
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