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%'QQ) IAN BROWN INTERVIEW BEFORE FEILE

FEILE REVIEW WITH EXCLUSIVE PHOTOS

PART 2 OF '89 INTERVIEW

-

MORE FACTS, LETTERS & PICTURES B

;Ji ORDY AND L YRICS
ELEPHANT STONME,

WHAT THE WORLD 1S WAITING FOR.
GOING DOWN
GUERNICA
_ ALL ACROSE THE SANDS




Flette will me  douln fap e ror jor The Rosex The
depariure of drumemer Rerd, who seerringly couldn’t handls
the pace of work thar the band hod stepped up o gfter five
¥ears without 4 pesp, coused the cancellation af a et af club
gigs to follow the release gf the much-maligned Secomd
coming', and thelr irtended tiumphant return fram tha Welsh
wilderness with the headliming slot an Glastonbury Saturday
fell ia pisces - almost literally as Jolm Squire took g mumble
off & mauntain bike on the sreets of San Fransisco. Heowsver,
the band has been gicging recently for e frst time. in an
awfully lomg time. Heow has Jan Brown found 17

"Excellent yesh, yimow, the time's just flown past, I cant
befieve it's fve years since the last concerts we &d. "

Tharg have been rumblings thar The Roses ware refuctent fo
return fo the road dre yeu still an entimsigstic performer?
"Ohb yeah, yeah, coursa, yeah Y'know we can say that and we
haven't even started yat ®

Does len Brown ger nervous about playing to crowds gz big as
Feile?

He loughs off the mugrastion, "Neah A fow buttesilies, but ne,
yimow, Fm 1ot nervous about it, no,”

CORK, IRELAND: Bth AUGUST

TAKEN FROM HQT FRESS,
INTERVIEWER — MIALL CRUMLISH

Was it & shock though, when yew retomed 10 thoee End of
arenas? Thers must have beem on asioridhing buzz from i,
Faving thirty theusend pecple nwaying in time o o beai thar

“onfy you could Aave soms up with.

"It wasa't a sheck- B jus felt right It was like vkoow," e
Iemighs guietly, "how come we haven bess doing this I Bve
years? It's great, it's all people all seading you love snt (7"

Fou mrust herve been disappointed then to miss out on elghty
thousand people smultenecusly sending you their love at
CHastoriury?

"Yezh," he replies monogyilablically, Did you wareh ir?

"Eh, some of it, yeah, Yegh ¢os we'd had cue heerts set on

it, ¥'imow, smes October when we booked it Yeah, I

watciled it yeai. We'd have blown it away.”

And despite what seme move .gateal end  imaginative
conspiracy thesrists then | may hove meoested, he sosms
gemuinaly dapressad abeut the whale debacle. "] don't resfly
want to talk about i Yimow?" he comfesses, sounding simply,
sad, What does Jon Brown think of their first Lp six years on?
"I think & stands ylmow, the test of tme," ke raplias, correcty
af erze. "It s0inds as good as the day we finished it, vioow
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to put it like that, it stands up well. Yeah it sill sounds fresh "

But with the second Lp sounding 5o muck more world-weary, |
thought you may have revised vour apinion, having grown up and
ail.

"Yeah, the second Lp is darker, yeah"

Do yer lock back o it fomdly or do yeu Srink It immaturs?

Mo, no T think i#'s great. Yeah it does sound innocent, but that's
always good.”

Are yew surprised by how pastionate people stll are abour thar
records

Mo, cos, ylmow, when we fimished it we knew it was good, We
expected everylbing that's come to s We expected it at the
tme."

But once you were just hopafuls - you eant'l abways have been as
sury gf success @y pew Jef o

"They did that right from the start though, it wasn't liks, 'O look
what's happesing!, cos we expected it to when we started qut
yimow. "

Fou were the very spicentre of Britizh Pap ar the tima, gn almosr
uparglieled idol ta the Eds, ¥ou ssemed o eoy thiz, Yeah
YEnow it was oo big deal, I never had & problem with ir. I've no
problem with that at all. ‘We never tried to hide from it, nor at all
no. Mo we elways wanted to treble 1"

TIhe power and influence thar the Stome Aoxes had in thoze davs
was quite amasing; they oid after all manage 1o drag 30000
people toa big day ol jn Spike Tsiond in Somersat eI 990 « thair
lagr Fuge #hone bafore "Foile. Ao dance ewlmrs Ioday prome
mich owes them ies Nfe, ar they were, with, mtosr ehwously Fools
Gold, the band thar comvinged the pop kid that if you ware 1o
shuffle about o something other than a 44 Bear Fou weren'
actually darcing with the dovil Does this lberating influence
make fon Brown prowd? -

"Yeah that the alfernative i3 now like the meinctraam znd in
Almice, yeah, it's good yeah "

Dses he club much himself these days?

“Idon't club much myself st home, but I da when I'm away, all the

tine. The clubs in Manchester aren't no good anymore. People get

mandied too much (They taks too many drugs)

Do you timink that the dominance that donce culture Ry these

days is a good thing?

"Yeah, I do, yeah "

And why do you ifink thar?

“El..well, it's people enjoying themsabves, for a start, which T like,

if it's dance music, concert music or whatever other ind of music
it is. And the people that are up 00 the stage are more with the
audience rather than being sort of up on the stage to be idolised,

sdored or wanting a lot of people to give them attention. ¥ more

of 3 collective thing rather than a straight performance..."

Which is, if memory sérves, an admirable if eavier smid tharn done

ethic fowhich The Stone Roses themsefes have always patd more

thai lip service.

“Yeuh, but sometimes ir's hard” he ogrese Sure peeple are

alweys gaing fo look up (o the likes of wow, Kke it oF nat. Fou are

mat, in the minds of most, as other man,

"Sure yeah that's the hardest thing yimow, when voo meet

somedne who's worslipping wou, to bring them down and say

o', yknow. Thet's the only hard thing rezlly, Like when

people are looking up 1o you so much, you ¢an'l bring them down
and say, ykmow bloods red yknow?"

Surely  there wore  fimes  whaen o encowuraged  pour
mvthalogisation, The first LP fromic and afl ar | 4m The

Resurrection’ waz and ix, couldn't possibly fir amother mast
generaticnal anthem in. And the 5 yeor kistuz did allow o
almost wnprecedemed legend o butld arcand you You knew g
thiz weld happen and you wanted it to aiefn’f you?

"o Tve never felt like T've needed that attenticn. dnd he goes or
maybe a tad exasperated ar having to explain this ageoin, "Th
five years was because of the court case (i which Tha Eosey tris
Jor pecrs 1o release themseives from am improbably explofmy
Jilvertone record deaf)
_!.'vcalwayshadpmp!eﬂszarmeb-efﬂn:lmiuabmd_lnm
felt like I needed thet kind of thing. And T don't e to see peopl:
degrading themsshves or, yknow, not having emcugh respect fi
their ownsehves, vimow, Tis nice when someonell g0, Llove wha
you 4o, yimow, keep strong keep on it and all that, but whe
someone’s peinz foo much over the top, it fsnt heslthy that
There’s only so much you can do for someete, though: yoy eac
say it, and they get what they want fom it. Tr's great when thes
do: that's what its all sbout, jsn't it yimow? Kill v7 idols, and il
that. But some take it wrong."

But didn't yons have heroes to whom you looked with blind, stupia
devation as a young folla? +
‘Mo pever. T loved music but I didnt look up to anybody and
dolise them. Yknow you have respect for people and admire
what they do or what they did. Bur Tve never helieved iy
was bafter then ma."

Ian Brewn has used drugs. This will come as no SFEFEE o
amvone who hos paid attemiion 1 Pap culnmra jn the oo 1on
years. Ir was the uge parties thar were pioneersd by his band
The happy Mondmys and their feliow clubbers in mainly
Manchester, that popmlarised the wee af £ Ha's g clamged men
thare daps.

"When we was using it "38 and "ED it was still ooly in Manchester
and Lonadon and that, Now you go to every town every city in
England, and it's all over everywhere innit? Five yesrs, it's Juest
gone Hoom!' it's on strect cormers everywhers 1 think its =
dangerous drug, A naughty dms yeah,”

How 3o, in your considerable oxperience?

"Well, for = start, it can kill people, people dehivdrare, and it's juast
a manghty drug, v'kmow? I fike fo go to clubs and shit, but I went
to Bristol abour six months ago |, and I was the anly perzoo whHo
Wl t E'd up, definitely. Everyone was E'd up and I had just as
ecod a fime as them all. Without any of the side affects. Tve
always said that, though, it's all in your mind. IF vou've pever had
ane yau don't need oge.

The Stone Roses have bean almost entirsly drug free for a fow
yeary pow. Thus, you might expect the wies of chemically-
induced woe to have come 1o a stap, bur no. 4 very eluse friend of
lan's "almost died last yoar in an E related incident in Corsicn,
It was "seary" he admite, And sowetimes it seams that Evarome
they grew up with iz succumbing. Bassist Mami daseribes frow o
lost foeurteen of his friends to Heroin in the las yae: ix Jam
Brown in the same sad boar?

"Yezh, gure, yezh man,® he confirms, wearily, "In the lest or fve
Vears, anyway. It's hupe "

He gets angrier as he goes on.

"After the E's, you know, Peopls sterrad cutting E's up with
Herain, and e lat of people ended up on it, ended up junkies 1
Qever triad it don't ever try it. the vsers did it, and the deafers. It
happens all the time.”

So, with all iz intimate knewledge of the rizks and benefite of
regular drug-taking, s well ar hard-camed insights into the
itfaricns busness af illegal drug supply up ks sleave, does fan
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